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                        A General guide to the the Raising and Care of:    DOGS
Bring your dog in for a visit:  we can
i.
Record a weight

ii.
Do a photographic ID, for recognition if lost


ii.
Give a new little  pup one free worming treatment

Plus,  every  visiting  dog  gets a liver treat.

Also:        Our monthly Puppy Pre-School is an hour of fun filled information & integration.  
&              is Free for pups vaccinated at Penguin Veterinary Centre.

We stock Puppy Food, Wormers, Flea therapy, Leads, Collars, Name Tags etc & provide the best advice for your pup’s health

DIET.      … 
Feed a new pup what it has been used to.  After a few days, gradually change to your preferred foods.

… 

Good quality commercial dog foods are easy, safe, nutritious and do suit dogs.  
If home-cooking, remember ‘meat’ is not the same as ‘animal’:  it has been gutted and filleted & is deficient in calcium as well as other essential nutrients.  Always add 20% vegetables, cereals + a teaspoonful of calcium carbonate per 500grams of meat fed.  
… 
“Pet-meats”, horse, mutton, wallaby & rabbit  should be cooked, but wholesome foods can be fed raw [cooking leaches some nutrients], 

… Fresh water should always be available.  Cow’s milk is nourishing and usually well tolerated but not essential once the pup is weaned.   
Low lactose “puppy milks” are cute, but not needed by pups eating a balanced solid-food diet. & ***Orphan pups***  need especially formulated dog-milk replacement [as made by Wombaroo]  NOT supermarket ‘puppy milk’ on which they may starve!
`How Often To Feed:
( From Weaning to 2 months  
each 4-6 hours.




( 2 - 6 months:  

2 meals & 2 snacks each day



( 6 months till mature:  
2 meals daily.




( Mature dog:  

1 meal if tubby; 2 meals if slim.

WORMS:
Use a “puppy syrup” each 14 days till the pup is 3 months old, then a dog  Allwormer such as Endogard each 3-4 months lifelong.


VACCINATION:
 Against 
1.
Canine Distemper  (viral pneumonia-enteritis-encephalitis)



2.
Canine Parvoviris  (viral gastro-enteritis)



3.
Canine Viral Hepatitis


4.
Canine (“kennel’) Cough
Also, Tetanus (especially farm or hunting dogs) &/or Leptospirosis (if living on or near a dairy farm or piggery)

Until a week after a pup has had its final vaccination, safeguard it from contact with unknown dogs and with dog-frequented areas such as footpaths, nature-strips, playgrounds &, unfenced front lawns.

MICROCHIPS:
Most pups are microchipped before purchase, & we will check with you to ensure the chip is correctly registered.  MICROCHIPPING is compulsory for dogs by 6 months of age,  it can be done here any time we are open.

FLEA CONTROL:  
Advantage is simple, long lasting & safe from birth];  Frontline, repels ticks too, & is effective from 8 weeks of age. 

There are many flea-control products:  powders, sprays, rinses, collars and several different spot-ons.   
READ THE LABEL to ensure the product is safe & effective for your pup.  
IF you use one treatment that seems not to help PLEASE ask our advice before using anything else:  some combinations are dangerous
DESEXING:    Can be done at any age, but is best done pre-puberty  [for females, before their first season;  for males, as soon as they first ‘cock’ their leg).          Age at puberty varies, but ‘5 months’ is usually a safe desexing time for both sexes).


                                                 There is NO advantage to a female dog in having pups.  It is YOU who must want them.



Large breed pups grow very quickly, and may outstrip nutrient reserves.


It is safest to feed them especially adjusted ‘Large Breed’ puppy foods.  These allow them to 


reach their maximum height with strong straight bones   Some pups will even-so need additional 


calcium, but too much can be harmful. Please discuss your pup’s individual needs with us ASAP.








Pups should be vaccinated at 


6 - 8  and 10 - 12 weeks of age.


Some will need a  3rd injection a month later.


Please bring prior vaccination certificates with you so we can determine the best vaccination regime for your puppy.





Dogs over 3months  


can start a vaccination 


course at any age.          ALL dogs need boosters.








                   Roundworm can be very harmful & are a public health risk for children  


                     They look like spaghetti & may be seen in sputum, vomit or  faeces    


                     Regular worming, good hygiene and daily removal of faeces are needed.


                     Dose pups at 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 16, 20 & 24 weeks of age 


    T               Then each 3 - 4 months life-long.


                     Dose Breeding bitches before they mate, when 6 weeks pregnant, 


                     and at 3 & 6 weeks post-whelp.








Tapeworm are long flat worms, passed as little white segments that cause an ‘itchy bum’.


Carried by fleas, slugs, snails, lizards etc., so they are more common in summer.


Dose pups at 12, 16 and 20 weeks .  Then each 3 months or as necessary.    “ALLWORMERS” are best


Hydatids are tiny tapeworms, harmless to a dog, that can cause dangerous cysts in people, sheep, 


cattle & wallabies.  


Dogs catch Hydatids by eating infected organ meats, so don’t feed them offal, no matter how well it has


 Been cooked.  If you are unsure what your dog may have eaten, come in for advise & suitable therapy.








Other worms, such as hookworm and whipworm, are not common in Tasmania but may be harmful.    A ‘poo test’will test for them. 


Heartworm is not known to be transferred within Tasmania.  Use preventative therapy if travelling interstate.
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